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“  Turn,  gentle  Hermit, of  the  Dale, 
“And  guide  my  lonely  Way 
To  wh ere yo nyIap er  rhears  theVale, 
“With  hofpitable  Ray, 


THE  HERMIT. 

By  DT  Goldfmith. 


Around  in  fympathetic  Mirth 
Its  Tricks  the  Kitten  tries; 

The  Cricket  chirrups  in  the  Hearth, 
The  crackling  Faggot  flies. 


“To  win  me  from  his  tender  Arms, 
“Unnumber’d  Suitors  came; 

“Who  praif'dmefor  imputed  Charms, 
“And  felt, or  feign'd  a  Flame. 


*  For  here,forlom  and  loft, I  tread, 

*  With  fainting  Steps,andflow; 
Where  Wilds  ,immeafur  ably  fpread. 

Seem  lengthening  as  I  go. 

*  Forbear, my  Son,'(the  Hermit  cries,) 

To  tempt  the  dang’rous  Gloom, 
For  yonder  faith] efs  Phantom  flies 
To  lure  thee  to  thy  Doom. 

“Here  to  the  houfelefs  Child  of  Want 
“My  Door  is  open  ft  ill; 

And  th<>  my  Portion  is  but  fcant, 

“I  give,  it  with  good  Will . 

“Theri  turn  to  Night,and  freely  f  hare 

*  Whateer  my  Cell  beftows; 

My  rufhy  Couch, and  frugal  Fare, 
“My  Blefsing,  and  Repofe. 

“No  Flocks  that  range  theValley  free 
To  Slaughter  I  condemn; 
Taugh^by  thatPow'r  that  pities  me, 

I  learn  to  pity  them , 


But  nothing  could  a  Charm  impart. 
To  footh  the  Stranger’s  Woe; 

For  Grief  was  heavy  at  his  Heart , 
And  Tears  began  to  flow. 

His  rifing  Cares  the  Hermit  fpy’d. 
With  anfw’ring  Care  oppreft: 

And  whence,xmhappyYoutK*(he  cry’d,) 
“The  Sorrows  of  thy  Breaft?  • 

From  better  Habitations  fpurn’d. 
Reluctant  doft  thou  rove; 

Or  grieve  for  Friendfhip unretum’d, 
Or  unregarded  Love? 

“Alas  !the  Joys  that  Fortune  brings 
Are  trifling,  and  decay; 

Andthofe,who  prize  thepaltryThings, 
“More  trifling  ftill  than  they. 

“AndwhatisFriendfhip,but  a  Name; 
“A  Charm  that  lulls  to  fleep; 

A  Shade  that  follows  Wealth, or  Fame, 
“And  leaves  theWretch  to  weep2 


“Each  Hour  a  mercenary  Crowd 
“With  richeft  Proffers  ftrove; 

Among  the  reft  youngEdwin  bow’d, 
“But  never  talk’d  of  Love. 

» 

“in  humble,fimpleft  Habit  clad, 

t  “No  Wealth  or  Pow’r.  had  he; 

Wifdom  and  Worth  were  all  he  had; 
But  thefe  were  all  to  me. 

“The  Blofsom  op’ning  to  the  Day, 
“The  Dews  of  Heav’n  refin’d. 

Could  Nought  of  Purity  difplay. 

To  emulate  his  Mind. 

‘The  Dew,  the  BlofsomsoftheTree, 
“With  Charms  inconftant  fhine; 

Their  Charmswerehis,butwoetome. 
Their  Conftancy  w:as  mine. 

“For  ftill  I  try’d  each  fickle  Art, 
“importunate  and  vain; 

“And  whilehis  Pafsiohtouch’dmyHeart, 
“I  triumph’d  in  his  . Pain 


“But  from  the  Mountain’s grafsy  Side . 
“A  guiltlefs  Feaft  I  bring; 

A  Scrip  with  Herb  s  an  d  Fr  u  i  t  fupply’d , 
And  Water  from  the  Spring. 

“Then,Pilgrim,tum;thy  Cares  forego; 

‘All  earth-born  Cares  are  wrong; 
‘Man  wants  but  little  here  below, 
“Nor  wants  that  little  long’.’ 

*  *'  ‘  * 

Soft  as  theDewfromHeav’ndefcends 

/ 

His  gentle  Accents  fell; 

The  modeft  Stranger  lowly  bends. 
And  follows  to  the  Cell. 
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And  Love  is  ftill  an  emptier  Sound, 
The  modern  fair  one’s  Jeft; 

On  Earth  unfeen,or  only  found 
“To  warm  the  Turtle’s  Neft. 

“For  S  h  ame,fo  ndlfouth,thySorrowshufh, 
‘j^ndfpurn  the  Sex’,’ he  faid: 

But  while  he  fpcke,a  rifing  Blufh 
His  lo\e-lorn  Gu^ft  betray’d  . 

Surpriz’d.he  fees  newBeautiesrife, 
Swift  mantling  to  the  View; 

Like  Colours  o’er  the  morning  Skies, 
As  bright,  as  tranfient  too. 


“Till  quite  dejected  with  my  Scorn, 
“He  left  me  to  my  Pride, 

“And fought  a  Solitude  forlorn. 

In  fecret .where. he  dy’d. 

“But  mine  theSorrow,minetheFault, 
“And  well  my  Life  fhall  pay; 

“i'll  feek  the  Solitude  he  fought, 
“And  ftretch  me  where  he  lay. 

“And  there  forlorn,defpairing  hid, 
“ill  lay  me  down, and  die; 

‘^Twas  fo  for  me  that  Edwin  did, 
“And  fo  for  him  will  l7 


Far  .  in  aWildernefs  obfcure 
The  lonely  Manfion  lay; 

A  Refuge  to  the  neighb’ring  Poor, 
And  Strangers  led  aftray. 

No  Stores  beneath  its  humbleThatch 
Requir’d  a  Mafters  Care; 

The  Wicket,  op’ning  with  a  Latch, 
Receiv'd  the  harmlefs  Pair. 

And  now, when  bufy  Crowds  retire 
To  take  their  ev’ning  Reft, 

The  Hermit  trimm’dhis  little  Fire, 
And  chear’dhis  penfive  Gueft; 

And  fpread  his  vegetable  Store, 
And  gaily  preft  andfmild; 

And,fkill'd  in  legendary  Lore, 
The  lingring  Hours  beguil’d. 


Thebafhful  Lc©k,the  rifing  Breaft, 
Alternate  fpread  Alarms; 

The  lovely  Stranger  ftands  confeft 
A  Maid  in  all  her  Charms . 

“And  ahlforgive  a  Stranger  rude, 
“A  Wretch  forlorn”(fhe  cry’d,) 
“WhofeFeet  unhallow’d  thus  intrude 
“Where  Heav’n  and  you  refide. 

“But  let  a  Maid  thy  Pity  fhare, 

‘  “Whom  Love  has  taught  to  ftray; 
“Who  feeks  for  reft, butfindsDefpair 
“Companion  of  her  Way. 

“M^t  Father  liv’d  bef id e  the  Tyne, 

A  wealthy  Lord  was  he; 

‘And  all  hisWealth  was  mark’d  as  ndne; 
He  had  but  only  me. 


“Forbid  it,Heav’nC’(the  Hermit  cry’d,) 

'  And  clafp’d  her.  to  his  Breaft; 

The  wondring  fair  one  turhdto  chide. 

Twas  Edwin’s  felf  that  preft. 

“Turn, Angelina, ever  dear, 

“My  Charmer,  turn  to  fee 

“Thy  own,thy  long-loft  Edwin  here, 
“Reftor’d  to  Love  and  thee. 

“Thus  let  me  hold  thee  to  my  Heart, 
“And  ev’ry  Care  refign; 

“And  fhall  we  never,  never  part, 

“My  Life _ my  all  that’s  mine. 

“No,never, from. this  Hour  to  part , 
“Wt?ll  live,  and  love  fo  true; 

“The  Sigh  that  rends  thy  conftantHeart 
.  “Shall  break  thy  Edwin’s  too’.’ 
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Each  Four  a  mercenary  Crowed 
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